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Shape - Pathways

1. Find a pathway along the stepping stones from Start to Finish.
2. Move from one stone to a stone next to it. Draw a pathway of your movements.
3. In order to take a step to your next stone, you must find one that has at least

one shape that is on your current stone. You may not skip over or go between two
stones.

4. If the next stone does not have at least one shape the same as the previous stone
then go back to start and choose a different path.

5. You may not retrace your pathway, but you may cross over it.

See how many solutions you can do!

Start

Finish
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A Sorting Activity

Cut on dotted lines.✁	 
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Sorting and Attributes

One of the key ideas in geometry at the
elementary school level is identifying attributes.  

Children develop the ability to identify shapes by their 
properties through experiences with sorting.

Sorting develops:
• Logical thinking
• Pattern recognition
• Organization of ideas
• Ability to defend ideas
• Decision making

Sorting builds a foundation 
for many mathematical 
concepts.

Sorting empowers children to 
be better problem-solvers.

➥

➥

➥
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Shapes for Sorting

 Cut and distribute cards, 1 set per group of 2, 12 cards per set ✁ 
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Shapes for Sorting

Cut and distribute cards, 1 set per group of 2, 12 cards per set ✁ 
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Shapes for Sorting

Cut and distribute cards, 1 set per group of 2, 12 cards per set ✁ 
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List of Terms

The fi gures listed below are all polygons (having three or more sides) and are 
two-dimensional.

Acute Triangle:  a tri an gle with all three angles mea sur ing less than 90-degrees.

Equilateral Triangle:  a triangle with three equal sides.

Hexagon:  a fi gure with six sides

Isosceles Triangle:  a triangle that has at least two sides the same length (congruent sides)

Parallelogram:  a fi gure with four sides and has opposite sides parallel

Quadrilateral:  a fi gure with four sides

Rectangle:  a fi gure with four sides and four right angles

Rhombus:  a  fi gure with four sides of equal length and with opposite sides parallel

Right Triangle:  a triangle with one right angle

Scalene Triangle:  a triangle where all sides are different lengths

Square:  a  fi gure with four sides of equal length and four right angles 

Trapezoid:  a fi gure with four sides and has only two sides parallel

Triangle:   a fi gure with three sides

What does it mean?
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Name of Shapes
         All shapes below are polygons  and are two-dimensional.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

j.

k.

l.
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Name of Shapes Answer Key

Rectangle, quadrilateral, and parallelogram

Triangle, equilateral triangle, isosceles triangle, and 
acute triangle

Triangle, isosceles triangle, and acute triangle

Rectangle, quadrilateral, and parallelogram

Trapezoid and quadrilateral

Square, quadrilateral, parallelogram, rhombus, and 
rectangle

Triangle, isosceles triangle, and acute triangle

Triangle, right triangle, and scalene triangle

Rhombus, quadrilateral, and parallelogram

Hexagon 

Parallelogram and quadrilateral

Square, quadrilateral, parallelogram, rhombus, and 
rectangle

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

j.

k.

l.
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NCTM Geometry Standard

Instructional programs from prekindergarten 
through grade 12 should enable all students to--

 Analyze characteristics and 
properties of two-and three-
dimensional geometric shapes 
and develop mathematical 
arguments about geometric 
relationships

Reprint with permission from Principals and Standards for School Mathematics, 
Copyright © 2000 by The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, Inc.

All rights reserved
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Shape Activities for Home

1.  Go on a shape walk around the house or in the neighborhood. Have 
your child write down or draw all the shapes they see. Talk about 
them and sort them.

2.  Have your child sort the shapes like we did in class. Have them 
share why they put them in the groups they did. Once they have 
sorted them one way, encourage them to think of another way to 
sort the shapes. You may also want to have them name the shapes 
to see how they are thinking about them.

3.  Choose a shape and ask your child what makes that shape a shape 
(What makes a triangle a triangle?) Try to get them to describe 
the shape based on its properties/characteristics, not by what it 
looks like.

4.  Have your child sort everyday items around the house. For in-
stance, collect some leaves, rocks, pasta, or beans and have fun 
together finding different ways to sort them.
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