FORENSICS & PERCENTS

Developed by Halcyon Foster

Description: Students analyze their fingerprints and experience a guest intruder to learn about percents.

Lesson Plan:

Day 1 – Students take their fingerprints by coloring a dark rectangle on a note card with pencil. Students rub their fingers in the lead, and place a piece of tape on their fingers. The fingerprint on the tape should be placed on the note card for analysis. The teacher tabulates class data about numbers of loops, whorls, and arches. Students calculate percents for each type. At the end, students are given fingerprints to match. (See additional sheet for details.)

Day 2 – Invite the school’s resource officer to discuss crime scene analysis, especially eye witness testimony (10-15 minutes). As the officer is talking, have a “guest intruder” run to the back of the room and back out. Hand out worksheet for students to record what they saw. Tabulate class results on overhead grid. Have students calculate the percents of people “seeing” certain characteristics such as height, weight, etc. End by sharing the actual information about the guest intruder. Discuss the validity of eye witness testimony based on the information given.

Illinois Learning Standards:

	Middle/Junior High School

	6.A.3  Represent fractions, decimals, per​centages, exponents and scientific notation in equivalent forms.


10.A.3c   Test the reasonableness of an argu​ment based on data and communicate their findings. 
	Early High School

	10.A.4a   Represent and organize data by creating lists, charts, tables, frequency distributions, graphs, scatterplots and box-plots.


Grade Level: Middle school to early high school

Subject: Pre-Algebra, Algebra, General Math, Probability & Statistics

Class Periods: 2

Materials: Note cards, pencils, calculators, tape, guest intruder, resource officer 
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